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Finding that study ... ...
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Metro nature — including trees, parks, gardens, and open space — adds beauty to bult
places. The experience of nature in cities is profoundly important for many other reasons.
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Crime & Fear

There are two conflicting outlooks towards city trees and vegetation. On
one hand landscape is believed to promote healing and renewal, while the
second outlook implicates vegetation as a cause of crime. This article
addresses the second perspective, and summarizes the research findings on
the relationship between urban nature and safety, aggressive behavior, and
crime. The science findings are not conclusive, and may even appear
inconsistent or conflicting, yet certain patterns or relationships are seen
across many studies.
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Crime & Fear: facts

2007: 11.25 M crimes; 12.5% violent, 87.4% property
crimes

CA, minor crimes: incidence of vandalism 90% on
surfaces without plantings, 10% for places with plants

Chicago, self-reports of year and life, reductions in
aggression & violence of >25%

Chicago, reported crimes, buildings with high vegetation
level T 52% fewer total crimes (48% property, 56%
violent)

Tallahassee, vegetation measured from satellite, more
residential vegetation, less crime

Community self-policing dynamics







